WE'VE HAP LOTS OF PEBATES IN 
TUE LETTER COLUMN OVER 
WHETHER WE SHOULP USE 
"INVENTORY" STORIES THAT WEREN'T 
ORIGINALLY PONE FOR FANFARE 



r — SO OKAY, 1 AP/WT IT 
THIS ISSUE'S X-MEN JO& 
WAS PONE AS FART OF 
MARVEL'S "QUESTPROBB'' 
SERIES. 



BUT OUR REAPERS KEEP 
CLAMOX/A/G FOR X-MEN 
STORIES, SO WHEN I SAW 
THIS ONE LANGUISHING 
IN THE FILES. 
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CLAREMOMT *8RI6MAN *AU£TW * PARKER * % MIL£/!0M *SHOOTBR 

WRITER PBHClteR INKER" ePlTOff in 

SPECIAL THANK6 TD 'QuBSTPROde" EDlTOG BOB 3UPIANSKY 



/T/S OLDER THAN HUMAN C/VIUZAVON— 
PERHAPS EVEN THAN THERA C9 ITSELF- - 

ano for uncountep eons, LAY ABAN- 
DONED, DESOLATB, FORGOTTEN ON THE 
FLOOR OF THE ATLANTIC 



. . . UNTIL /MAGNETO, MUTANT MASTER OF 
MAGNETISM, RA/SEP IT TO THE SURFACE, 
TO SERVE AS HIS BASS OF OPERATIONS FOR 
AN ATTEMPTED CONQUEST OF THE EARTH. 
^ 
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A THOUGHT TRANS- 
FORMS THE YOUNG 
RUSSIANS BOPY 
FROM FLESH AND 
BLOOD TO SUPER- 
STRONG ORGANIC 
STEEL, ANO OFF 

he Goes... 



r 




UNNERVEP TO T IT'S BEEN SO LONG, ^ 
CARS AT ALL, IN AlBYTYS. I NEVER 
THIS WAY, FOR A THOUGHT TO BE SO 

anyone, yv blessed.. 



A second 

TIME. 



i unperstanp. we all have 
shadows on our soul£ — 
losses that, at the time/ 
seemep too terrible to 
bear, that we thought 

WOULP SCAR ANP TAINT 
U£ FOREVER ~ 

— BUT THO££ C3AY5* ARE PAST^ 

/wy love, you have a new 

LIFE-- BETTER/ NOBLER 
RESPONSIBILITIES — AS 
THE HEADMASTER OF 
PROFESSOR XAV/ER'S 
SCHOOL FOR G/FTEP> 
YOU/VGSTERS. 

LET THE FUTURE/ 
FOR US, 6E FULL 
OF HOPE- NO 
SHAPOWS, ONLY 
LI£HT. 



~)6 



A LOVELY PRE AM. T/ME WILL T6LL WHETHER 
OR NOT IT BECOMES REALITY 
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KITTY PRYPB'S 
COPBNAMB /S SHAPOWCAT 
AMP H£R MUTANT POWER 
£NA3L£$ HER TO 
THROUGH SOUO OBJECTS. 



HIV THE WAY, SINCE YOU LOST, VOU 
loWE ME CASE OF BROWN'S. 



BEER- YUCKl 



mi 



WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, KlP? 




IT'S THIS 
ISLAND 1 WISH we 
were THROUGH PACKING 
MAGNETO'S GEAR ANP 
ON OUR WAV HOME, 




. WAITING FOR YOU TO 
PROP YOUR 0UARD. 





HORR16L6 CREATURES 

inhabitep -the citadel 
amp committed such 

UNSPEAKABLE A-nROClTlES 
THAT THE VERY STONED 
RAPIATE A PRIMAL MAL- 
EVOLENCE WHICH NEITHER 
TIME NOR EFFORT CAH 
EVER EXOROISE. 



MAGNETO SHOULP 
HAVE LEFT WELL 
ENOUGH ALONE, 
ANP THIS ISLAND 
TO ITS OR we. 



I V 



■ I n ^ 



THOSE ANCIENTS 
WERE WElRP, ALL 
RU3HX BUT THEY 
W£RE NO DUMMIES. 
I'VE BEEN EXAMINING 
THE STATUE^-- THEY'RE 
NOT STONE.' IT'S SOME 
FORM OF CRYSTALLINE 
CIRCUITRY MATRIX 
THEY'RE P£WC£S.' 





T 



kllsJiy OH, CRUMBS- V % * PROfe&Ofl MAGNETON SCHOOL..." WHO'P'A 1 
xm LOVEBIRD THUNK IT? I SURE MOPE PROfeSSOR. XAVIER 



KNEW WHAT ME WAS POIN£, TURNING THE 
SCHOOL OVER TO HIM. 




IT WASN'T ALL THAT 
LON£ A0O, STORM / THAT HE 
NEARLY KILLEC? BOTH YOU MP MB" 
ON THIS VERY ISLAM?*' 





We GOTTA 
OF eUSlNBS?.. 




ONLY LOOKS Y SHE'S PeTKMBO. A LIVING 
THAT WAX * STASIS- SUSPBHOeV ANIMATION 



sramf\ 




I'LL VtfiOeK 

A«e 

(5UAROIAN 

units, Menvep 
TO protect 

TMeCITAP^L. 
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AN UNCM ABACTOR 
I6TICALLY MUMANe 
M^ANS OF DOlN£ 
SO 



UNLESS... 
TH& MASTERS 
OF THIS PLAC£ 
MAC 7 A REASON 
FOR TAKING 

th£ip roe* 

AUV^T 




d/M? ^/S^fT 7//£>W TO DISPATCH 0S OPPO/veNT % 




W PHASING POWER DISRUPTS' ELECTRONIC 
CIROJITRX IF I CUT THROUGH A STATUS 
/MAYBE I CAN 





CWLY WHEN COMPLETELY ALONE — AS MOW— CAN S#E S7&IP 
OFF HER u ARMOR " ANP, RPR A T/M&, PRETEHP *HE'& A/OTH/NG 
MORE THAN A NORMAL YOUNG WOMAN. 



10 




11 




12 




QUIT MAK1N' SOKES <3IRU FIGURE 
OUT--USE YOUR BRAIN-- 
THAT'S YOUR ONLY REAL CHANCE. 



THIS" ALL STARTEP WHEN 1 HIT 
\TWAT SLACK 5LA6. £TANCV TO RE4SOI4, 

'THE POWERS were stored inside. 

BUT BY WHO/W ?/ AN' WHY 



1$ IT HERE TO 
6RAB THE X-MEN?/ PIP 
SOMETHtN' SO WRONG WHEN IT 
<?A/V\£ MAGNETO'S TURN 71 
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H££K/ AH 

possess th£ 
powers o' 

THREe TOP 

wexoes- 

PLUS OWN 
--5MOULP 66 
A PlgC£ 

TOO 
MANf 

-THOUGH, 
TOO/VIANy 
UNKNOWNS 



. . ,4/V£> IN THAT 

TOWER, A 
LABORATORY.. 



. . . AND IN THAT LABORATORY, A COM- 
PUTER AND TWO A/WSTeRfOUS ARTIFACTS, 
A NATTgR BN ENERGY- E(3e A NO A BIO- GEM. 
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r J KNOW WHO 

you AGe! x 

AM Pl/ffGAA/, 



IT \S CUSTOMARX, 
PUR<3AN — AM0N(3 CNIUZBP 
SOCteTY— TO THANK ON6 WHO 

has sAsev your uee. 



HUMAN 
FOOL-- 

H Ave you 

TH6 
SLIGHT- 
EST CON- 
CEPTION 
OF WHAT 

you've 




vou SAiiHecwef 

exAmueR 15 YOUR COH- 
STRUCT. WITHOUT 
PROVOCATION, IT 
ATTACKBP ME ANP 
MY COMPAMOHS. 



, IF ANYONE 16 
OWBO AH BXPLAHATIOH, 



IS THE IMMINENT DESTRUCTION 
OF MX WORLP--THE WHOLESALE 
SLAUGHTER OF MY RACE-- SUFFI- 
CIENT x * PROVOCATION/'MAGNETO? 
EVEN NOW, THE PREADEP^OC 
FLEET PRA\NS EVER HEARER, 

ravaelns every civilization 
(n its patm. ages aeo, our 
forebears renouncep 
the use of force.. 





TO THE EXTENT THAT TO 
EVEN CONCEIVE" OF USING IT IS 
ANATHEMA TO US. OUR ETHICAL 
CODE: FURTHER PROSCRIBED US 
FROM ©WPLOyiNO OTHERS' TO FIC3HT 
POtfUS. IN COUNCIL/ X ARSUEP 
THAT EXCEPTIONAL TIMES REQUIRE 
EXCEPTIONAL MEASURES. BUT MX 
WORPD WENT VHHEEPEP. 



I PETERMINEPTOACT 

on my own. /V\y computer 

WAS PROGRAMMES TO SEEK OUT 
THE MCST POWERFUL OF PEIN6S, 
WHOSE ABILITIES WOULP BE 
EVALUATED BY THE CHIEF 
EXAMINER ANP REPLICATES 
BX HID FfRTAL. 



/ 




FROM THOSE TEM PLATER 
J WOULP CREATE THE IPEAL 
CHAMPION OF MY PEOPLE, WHO 
WOULP ENS THE SLACK FLEET'S 
PEPREPATl ON S ANP RESTORE 
PEACE TO OUR GALAXY 



SO THIS EXAMINER IS 
AN ARTIFICIAL CONSTRUCT 
THEN/ A COMPUTER FACSIMILE? 



Y££. I PON'T UNPERSTANP \TS 
MALFUNCTION. IT HAS NEVER HAP- 
PEN EP BEFORE. EVEN ITS MINION 
WAS BEEN ALTEREP--T. SENT IT 
TO SEEK TWO MEMBER'S OF THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR, NOT YOU. 



PURGAN, J AM MASTER 
OF SfAGAterGM / ALL ELEC- 
TRONICS - - ANP ESPECIA LLV 
ALL COMPUTERS'-- ARB VUL 
NERABLE TO MY POWER. 
OBVIOUSLY, X PlSRUPTEPTHE 
ClRCUlT^y OF YOUR PEVICE 
ANP CREATE*? A SCRAMBLE 
FBBV0ACK LOOP THAT TRAPPEP 
BOTH OUR CONSCIOUSNESSES 
IN ITS MNEMONIC SYSTEM. 
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FOR TUB BtO- (£ SBNT/BHT- - ANP MOFB 
MALBVOLBNT THAtf TUB BLACK FLBBT^ ABOARD 
WHOS& BH/PS ITS FBLLOW 8B/HG? UB CAPTIVE 
ANP P&RMA/VT.. 




PURGAN TMOU&tfTAiBA SIMPLB ARTI- 
FACT, THBCRBT/tf. BUT WWrMmO- 
JBCTBP H/B UVING CONSC/OUS/VB&? 
/NTO H/S CO/WUTBA?. , , 



LB ARMING OFMAGNBTO'S BV/L POW- 
£R FROM THS COMPUTER, I PRO- 
GRAMMED IT TO SBBK Hl/H OUT. 



BUT 

THG RBSULT 
WILL 6BRVB 
MY PURPOSES 




. SO X CCUCP GAIN PPM/NANCB 
OVBR THB eOMPUTBR. 




7H& FiRST VMS, X F£eL- 



JO IT CHU/1A. COVMN' A1CHA 
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what happbhsv TODAY WAS NO ACCIDENT. VOUR \ 
ersiew /way not ee as foolproof as you ea.ieve. ) 
just because you cannot pimp a thing voee J 

NOT /VI FAN IT 6 NOT THERE. 

FINALLY 
THIS COULD HAVE" 



* YOUR POINTS ARE WELL TAKEN, MAGNETO. R£ST 

A$suRec? mey will bf acted upon, if a hostile 

ROUTINE EXISTS, IT WILL BE PUROBP. ANO I WILL 
REMAIN EVER- VIGILANT FOR THE SLIGHTEST $l<5fJ 
OF ITS REAPPEARANCE. " 
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-:SiQh: V BETTER START V" MAGNETO, WHY 
PICKING UPTHE DIDN'T YOU CFFEG 
HIM THE X-AAEM'? 





BY THE" STANOARDS OF HIS PSOPI&, 
CERTAINLY. A DANGEROUS SOCIOPATH. 



CONSIDER, THOUGH, CHILD-HAS THE 
CAPACITY FOR VIOLENCE REALLY DONE 
HUMANITY THAT MUCH <500D? 



MAHATMA (5ANDHI 5POKE OF A BETTER 
WAY-- RESISTANCE TO EVIL, TO OPPRE^ION, 
WITHOUT REPORT TO VIOLENCE. THE 
COURAGE TO TAKE BLOWS, BUT NEVER 
RETURN THEM. CHRIST'S MES^ASE, TOO. 



DURBAN'S RACE EMBODIES THAT 
NOBLE IDEAL. YET DURGAM, IN HIS 
ZEAL TO SAVE THEM, MAY IN THE 
PROCESS COST THEM WHAT THEY 
mt* HOLD MOST DEAR. 
*X WISH HIM LUCK- BUT I WONDER IF HIS 
?eo?ie WILL THANK HIM FOR WHAT HE'S 
PONE ON THEIR BEHALF. AND MAY YET DO, 





% MARVEL COMICS GROUP 
387 Park Avenue South 
New York. New York 10016 



ALLEN MILGROM 

EDITOR 
JOANNE SPALDO 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 



We like to get your letters. But if you don't want your full address published, please tell us. 



DearAI: 

While I've only been reading MARVEL FANFARE regularly since 
# 18, 1 think that MF #29 is the finest issue that you have done so far. 
I'm glad you put John's story here instead of the regular title, it was 
far too special for newsprint. I'm always impressed by Mr. Byrne's 
art, I hope this is not his last story for MF. It isn't is it? 

As for Norm Breyfogles Captain America story, I can't say that I 
really cared for it. I liked the action scenes, but found the ending a 
little hard to swallow; bullies don't reform that easily. However, I think 
Mr. Breyfogle will be an artist to look out for in the future, his 
story-telling abilities are first rate. 

Now for the request section of the letter: MORE PORTFOLIOS 
AND PIN-UPS!!! I think that the portfolios are sometimes the best 
part of MF. To that point, these are the artists I'd like to see do 
portfolios or pin-ups: Paul Smith, Walt Simonson, John Byrne, Kevin 
Nowlan, Mark Beachum, Art Adams, Marshall Rogers, and Chris 
Warner. Plus, I know you're working from inventory stories, but do 
you think that there might be a story starring the Black Knight in 
there anywhere? I think a story of his adventures in the 12th Century 
would be quite interesting. If that can't be done, how about some- 
thing dealing with the First Celestial Host visit to Earth, maybe by 
Walt Simonson if he can squeeze it in between drawing X-FACTOR 
and writing ANIMAX & THOR. 

Well, that's about all for now. Thank you for another excellent 
issue of MARVEL FANFARE. One thing before I go, do you think it 
would be possible to have Tony Salmons do another story in MF 
soon? The Daredevil story he did in MF #27 was awesome!!! Bye. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Hall 
P.O. Box 708 
Castlewood, VA 24224 

You're right, Kevin, bullies probably don't reform that easily 
. . . unless they have someone the likes of Captain America to 
inspire them. Your request for more portfolios and pin-ups is 
being filed under the "Yes" votes for an all-portfolio issue, 
okay? Most of the artists you mention will certainly be on our 
list. As for the Black Knight, a three-part story featuring Mar- 
vel's chivalrous Avenger is in the works. 

DearAI, 

When I think of Marvel Fanfare, I think of a deluxe format, bi- 
monthly, high quality production that features the best stories by the 
best people. Regrettably, I have not always found this to be true. A 
recent example is the Alpha Flight story you ran which spotlighted 
Northstar, one of my favorite characters. I found it, well . . . disap- 
pointing. However, this letter is most certainly not meant to criticize 
that issue or any before it. I'm writing because of this month's issue. 
Why, you ask? 

Because it was right on the money!!! 

Finally a tale truly belonging in the pages of Marvel Fanfare! 
Spectacular! This was one of the best Hulk stories I have ever read. 
The art was gorgeous and I love the idea of a story done fully in 
splash pages. Wonderful! Superb job, Mr. Byrne! 

The back-up was also very good. Plotted, written, penciled, inked 
and lettered all by the same person?! Wow! Even though Captain 
America only spoke three words ("Hold it, Craig!") and one 
"UUHHH ..." I still call it a good story. Very nice issue. Very nice. 

As for the "Portfolio/pin-up potpourri publishing predicament'' 
(Who came up with that name?) I have to say that I love the pin-ups 
and portfolios and in some issues they are the reasons I buy 
Fanfare. I would love to see some portfolios by Art Adams, Walt 
Simonson, John Romita Jr., Mike Mignola, Jackson Guice, Bill 
Sienkiewicz, Dan Green (watercolors), and Paul Smith. I would like 
to see pin-ups of Moon Knight, The Black Knight, Beta Ray Bill, 
Forge, Iron Man (all of 'em; don't forget the I.M. of 2020), Magneto 
Lockheed, Shadowcat, and why not all the X-Men and New 
Mutants? Well, that's what I'd like. 

Well, that's about it. Please do keep up the good work. The 
upcoming Moon Knight and Black Knight stories sound good. As for 
an all pin-up issue, why not do that for your first annual? Thanks for 
listening. 

Alexander St. Cloud 
707 McKee Blvd. 
Edinburgh, TX 78539 



Well, Alexander, it just goes to show you that you don't need 
a lot of pictures (Hulk story) or a lot of dialogue (Captain 
America story) to do a good story. 

The vast majority of letters we've been receiving seem to 
support the idea of an all pin-up issue, so unless we get a lot of 
letters to the contrary it looks like we're going to do it. Your 
recommendations for artists and characters to be illustrated 
are being taken under advisement. Thanks for sharing your 
thoughts about it with us. 

DearAI, 

I just received Marvel Fanfare #29 in the mail the other day and I 
wanted to thank you for an enjoyable issue. The Hulk story was well 
done. And, although short, the art more than made up for it. When I 
originally heard about his experimental story in the Hulk I antici- 
pated its arrival with curiosity. Then to my dismay it was not pub- 
lished. I was very disappointed, for I had come to expect nothing but 
the best from John Byrne and that is what I always got. Then I heard 
that his story was to be published in Marvel Fanfare and of course, I 
was not disappointed. By the way Al, you are doing an excellent job 
taking over the reins on the Hulk. Keep it up! 

So much for the lead story. I am sorry to say Al, that I was not 
excited at all to see another Captain America story in this issue. We 
have already had several of them as well as Doctor Strange and 
Daredevil. Please do not continue to print stories with the same 
characters over and over. Let's see some variety. There is such a 
multitude of characters to choose from. I realize that you are printing 
a Moon Knight story next ish and that takes care of one of my 
requests. But how about an Avengers story or Wolverine. There are 
many others such as Power Pack, Thor, Spider- Woman, Power 
Man and Iron Fist, Black Panther, Dreadstar, Alien Legion, Dazzler 
and the list goes on. 

But you get my point Al, show us more variety ! To be totally honest 
I am not very satisfied with this book. Yes, it has had its good issues 
such as the Spider-Man/Angel/X-Men savage land tale and the 
Black Widow issues to name a couple. But those have been the 
exception, not the rule. You promised us the BEST stories, we have 
had very few. You promised us the best talent, you sometimes 
delivered. You promised that this would be a comic for the dis- 
criminating reader, now deliver. Listen to the readers Al, follow their 
advice and you cannot go wrong. Do not get me wrong. I don't hate 
this book, I just don't feel it has lived up to one hundred percent of its 
potential. I say do a western or a romance or even a detective story 
maybe do them all. But make them the best and you will get letters 
of praise from me every sixty days. As for the Portfolio/Pin-up 
Potpourri Publishing Predicament I vote 'yes' on a couple of condi- 
tions. 1 ) You have the best artists do their best renderings of all 
different characters. 2) Do your best to get a picture of that 
sweetheart of the Spider mags Mary Jane Watson (Please!) 

Thanks for listening, Al. Ron Krasneck 

13638 Pheasant Circle 
Lockport, IL 60441 

Glad to listen, Ron. You admonish us to listen to our readers 
and we do. We may not always agree with what they have to 
say, but that doesn't mean their opinions go unheeded. We 
have nothing but the highest regard for our fans and accept 
the praise and criticism we receive with the understanding that 
all such comments are made with the idea of helping us to 
improve our efforts. We may not always succeed, but with the 
help of readers such as yourself, you can be sure we'll keep on 
trying. 

DearAI, 

I've seen Marvel Fanfare in the comic stores for years, but I've 
always ignored it. But, then came along M.F. #29, and WOW! I 
couldn't believe it. John Byrne, the best writer/penciler this reader 
has seen, and the Hulk, the best individual super hero. Now I'm 
ashamed of what I've been missing. You now have one more steady 
buyer. Todd Bissell 

Concord, CA 

Always glad to have hooked a new reader, Todd. Now see if 
you can't get some of your uninitiated friends to develop the 
habit too. Remember, Fanfare is non-addictive and not harmful 
to your health, so if someone offers you Fanfare, just say 

"Yes!" 



